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save time, still did not use the rope : he and Bruce
climbed across the Face independently.
Since leaving the Face Edge they had not been
rising much as they were moving m a nearly hori-
zontal direction. But they were getting nearer
the summit in point of distance, and this was
cheering. And at 27,000 feet they struck diagon-
ally upward toward a point on the Ridge about
half-way along it in the direction of the summit,
till an accident put Bruce's oxygen apparatus out
of action. Finch linked Bruce's up with his own
so that he might still inhale oxygen, and then
traced the trouble and effected a satisfactory
repair.
" Traced the trouble and effected a satisfactory
repair." This in itself was a feat; for men's
faculties at an altitude of 27,235 feet are numbed
almost to extinction. Climbers can barely plod
dully, mechanically on, their brains like wool.
But Finch did still retain some alertness of mind,
as well as strength of will, and so was able to
repair the apparatus.
They had, however, gone far enough. They
were weak from hunger and exhausted by that
night's struggle with the wind. They were still
too far from the summit for there to be the slightest
chance of reaching it. They were perhaps only
half a mile from it, but they were a good seventeen
hundred feet below. There was no object in
straining further ; they could only go back : hard
facts were against them.
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